About 1,000 in-patients and 15,000 out-patients are treated yearly. The average annual expenditure is more than ?11,000, towards which only ?370 of the income is assured. During the past three years the disbursements have exceeded the receipts by ?6,500, and there is now a debt of ?3,000 owing to the bankers in consequence of inadequate income during the current year. Assistance is much required. Donations or annual subscriptions will be thankfully received by the Secretary, Mr Two additional wards have recently been opened after having been closed for seven years, and funds are urgently needed. Donations will be gratefully acknowledged by the Secretary, or may be sent direct to the Chairman of the hospital, Mr. T. Andros de la Rue.
The National Orthopaedic Hospital, Great Portland Street, though pursuing a very necessary and useful Work, suffers from the failure of the public to understand its work and its needs.
It seeks to restore the deformed to natural shape, and give new strength and vitality to those who are handicapped in the struggle for existence. The process of making the crooked straight and of setting the captives free is most often long and tedious, and the number of patients cannot therefore be compared with more general institutions. Some 1,400 in and out patients have been benefited in 1894. The hospital's pressing needs are first to see the end of a debt of ?2,150 on the building, and to have its roll of annual subscribers increased to three times its present length. The beds are always occupied, and thirty patients accepted by the surgeons wait for admission the occurrence of vacancies.
Secretary, Mr. A. J. Tresedder.
